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eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and
a winehibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But Wisdom is
justified of her children."1

He thus traversed Galilee in the midst of a continual feast.
He rode on a mule. In the East this is a good and safe mode of
travelling; the large black eyes of the animal, shaded by long eye-
lashes, give it an expression of gentleness. His disciples sometimes
surrounded him with a kind of rustic pomp, at the expense of
their garments, which they used as carpets. They placed them
on the mule -which carded him, or extended them on the earth
in his path.2 His entering a house was considered a joy and a
blessing. He stopped in the villages and the large farms, where
he received an eager hospitality. In the East, the house into
which a stranger enters becomes at once a public place. All the
village assembles there, the children invade it, and though dispersed
by the servants, always return. Jesus could not permit these simple
auditors to be treated harshly; he caused them to be brought to him
and embraced them.3 The mothers, encouraged by such a recep-
tion, brought him their children in order that he might touch
them.4 Women came to pour oil upon his head, and perfume on
his feet. His disciples sometimes repulsed them as troublesome;
but Jesus, who loved the ancient usages, _and all that indicated
simplicity of heart, repaired the ill done by his too zealous friends.
He protected those who wished to honour him.5 Thus children
and women adored him. The reproach of alienating frdm their
families these gentle creatures, always easily misled, was one of
the most frequent charges of his enemies.6

1 Matt. xi. 16, and following; Luke vii. 34, and following. A proverb which
means " The opinion of men is blind. The wisdom, of the works of God is only
proclaimed by his works themselves." I read epyuv, with the manuscript B. of
the Vatican, and not rewvv.

* Matt. xxi. 7, 8.

8 Matt. xix. 13, and following; Mark ix. 35, x. 13, and following; Luke xviii,
15,16.                                                            4 M&

s Matt  xxvl 7, and following; Markxiv. 3, and following; Luke vii. 37, and

following.
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